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Today

ÅJust a brief introduction to employability skills.

ÅGet you thinking and reflecting about the skills that you have, and the 
skills that you will need to use and / or develop at this conference.

ÅLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΧ



How can you help 
yourself get the 

most benefit out of 
this conference?

What are the snakes 
to avoid?

Discuss in your 
working groups for 2 

minutes.



Teamwork: Cross-cultural capability

ÅAt this conference you are going to meet and be working with people of different 
genders, religions, ages, ethnicities and nationalities.

ÅBe aware of the impacts that your personal and professional actions might have on other 
people (and theirs on you) so that we can all make our way as professionally and 
ethically as we can.

ÅDifferent cultures behave differently ςŀƴŘ ΨƳȅΩ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻǊ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
the other way of doing it.

(Hind and Moss, 2011)



Teamwork: The attitude
It is good to get along with people if we can. 

It is good to try to get along with people if we can.

The onus is on youςand that means everybody.



Effective Teamwork
ÅCommunicate effectively, have you all introduced yourselves and spoken to 

each other? 
Å5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇΚ 

Å5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ŜƳŀƛƭǎΣ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪǎΚ

ÅbƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΧǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘΦ

ÅIdentify who has which roles and responsibilities within your team.

ÅAs a team, set yourself clear goals for the conference.



Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ 9±9w¸.h5¸Σ {ha9.h5¸Σ !b¸.h5¸ ŀƴŘ bh.h5¸Φ

There was an important job to be done and EVERYBODY was asked to do it.

EVERYBODY was sure that SOMEBODY would do it.

ANYBODY could have done it, but NOBODY did it.

SOMEBODY got angry about that, because it was EVERYBODY'S job.

EVERYBODY thought ANYBODY could do it but NOBODY realised that EVERYBODY 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘΦ

It ended up that EVERYBODY blamed SOMEBODY when NOBODY did what 
!b¸.h5¸ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΧΦΦΩ

(Denny, 1993, p.89)

What nobody here wants to seeé



{ƻ L ŀǎƪŜŘ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΧ

ÅHave you attended a conference before?

ÅHave you ever visited Edinburgh before?

ÅWhat are you most looking forward to about this conference?

ÅIs there anything that worries you about this conference?

ÅWhat are your personal goals that attending this conference might help 
you achieve?

ÅWhat could you personally do to help you to minimise your worries about 
this conference, and maximise the chances of you successfully achieving 
your conference goals?



Have you attended a conference before?

Have attended a conference before Haven't attended a conference before



Have you visited Edinburgh before?

Yes No



What are you looking forward to the most about this confe...
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What are you most looking forward to about this conference?



Is there anything that worries you about coming to this c...

people
english

conferencenew

really

students think

worriedworries

forward

groups

m
make

s

Arrogant

Bad

Edinburgh

Maybe

TESTafraid

alsobit

boring

classes

difficult

friends

good

group

looking

might

neverthings

ve

want

week

work

Belgian

Belgium

Dutch

Giving

PerhaphsPrepare Presentations

Scotland

Scottish

Well

X

Yes

able

adventure

along

attendees attending

back

big

came

challenge

chosecity
clothes

collegecollegues

communicating

connect

consideringconsisting contact

contacts

copany

courses

crowd

deliver

doen

dont

enough

exitingexperience

experienced

explore

exprime

fact

familiar

first

fitting

flying

front

fun

got

groupes home hope

howl

impression

injury

interact

interesting

just

know knowing larger

late

like

little

lookloosen

lot

made

makes

miss

missedmonotonous

mostly

nothing

now

often

older

open-mindedpacked partnership

perfect

person

planning

possibility

presentation

product

real

rush

schedule

see

seeing

self

self-orientated shame

shy

slight

social

socializing

someone

speak

start

student surrounded

t

teamtend

theoretical

tight

time

understand

unknown

visit

wait

wantingwarm

weather

whether

worry

worth

Is there anything that worries you about this conference?



Is there anything that worries you about this conference?

No worries
45%

People
19%

Group work
14%

Speaking English
9%

Missing classes
5%

It will be boring
5%

Socialising
3%

No worries People Group work Speaking English Missing classes It will be boring Socialising


